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They knew it was coming. Yet, the government of Jammu
& Kashmir failed to save the lives. It appears the
government simply ignored the warnings. The Flood

Control Department of Jammu prepared a report weighing
roughly a tonne and sent it to the Union Ministry of Water
Resources in a truck.

Further, a study of Srinagar’s water bodies was carried out
by GIS Laboratory, Jammu & Kashmir State Remote Sensing
Centre. It says that more than 50 percent of the water bodies in
Srinagar have been lost during the last century. The study
suggested that the loss in the spatial extent of these lakes and
wetlands has affected the micro-climate of the city besides
exposing it to flood threat.

The Flood Control Department report of 2010 had said that
Srinagar was likely to face a major catastrophe in the next five
years and that the department had nothing in place to save lives
and property.

The Flood Control Department was more than just a
doomsayer. It formulated a Rs 2,200-crore plan, seeking about a
fourth of that immediately to put basic infrastructure in place.

The then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh had backed the
suggested plan, promising priority release of a first installment.
Saying four years were needed to put the plan into action, the
then minister for flood control and irrigation Taj MohiudDin had
gone public with his appeal, telling mediapersons that he had
taken up the matter with the Centre because the threat was “too
imminent to be ignored”.

Four years have gone by and Srinagar’s lack of flood-
proofing has cost it dear. Hundreds were killed while lakhs of
people are suffering untold hardships after being caught in floods.
Hundreds of crores of property was lost in the floods.

It is time the politicians cutting across party lines come
together to save the lives of innocent people. Also, both the
politicians and people together should stop going against the
nature to prevent nature’s fury. 

EDITOR’S DESK
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Illegal mining is snake
gang’s main operation
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COPS & CROOKS

THE NEWS BUREAU

Faisal Dayyani gang, these days
popularly known as the snake
gang, is mainly into illegal

mining of sand and red soil on the
outskirts of the city.
According to sources, the gang is

notorious for illegal mining of sand
and red soil in government lands and
private lands. Nobody dares to
oppose them fearing assault and
snake bites, sources said.
The gang owns over a dozen

heavy earth moving equipment and
trucks which are used to dig and
transport the sand and soil overnight
thereby earning huge money. The
gang is said to have been paying huge
amounts of money in bribe to local
revenue and police officials for
allowing the illegal mining and
transportation work, sources said.
In the process, the gang

developed friendship with the
revenue and police officials and
forayed into extortions, settlements
and even sexual assaults on women.
The snake gang allegedly used
poisonous snakes to threaten their
victims. Though the gang has been
active since 2011, their illegal
activities came to light recently when
a 18-year-old girl, who was allegedly
raped by the gang in July this year,
lodged a complaint in August.
However, local police initially tried to
hush up the case in return for huge
bribe, sources said.
The uproar resulted in suspension

of the Pahadishareer police station
inspector Bhaskar Reddy and Sub-
Inspector Veeraprasad. The
Cyberabad police also took the issue
very seriously and conducted raids on
the houses of suspects.
The searches were conducted in a

massive scale with about 400 police

personnel during night, which police
claim was part of their operation to
nab the suspects and criminals and
confidence building measures.
It is said owner of the farmhouse

where the girl was allegedly raped,
has been exerting political pressure
on the police to take severe action
against the accused. However, police
could arrest only eight accused
despite serious efforts, while several
others are still on the run. 

SI Veera Prasad
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BYE BYE
GANESHA

the 11-day grand ganesh festival concluded on
september 8th with the final immersion of idols
in hussainsagar, saroornagar lake and some
other water bodies in the city. the  festivities
passed off peacefully
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Some cops never change their ways. They feel they are the unquestioned kings in
their jurisdiction. Such cops never recollect the oath they had taken while joining
the duty. They never feel ashamed to violate the rule book while doling out undue

favours for law breakers, in return for illegal gratification. 



The News You Like | September 2014 11

THE NEWS BUREAU

Despite tall claims by
the higher echelons of
the department and
the political bosses,
black sheep is always

present in the ranks of police
department playing with the lives of
common people.
In doing so, they become so

dishonest and act illegal that they

deserve to be called ‘crooked cops’.
We bring you a few instances in
which police officers concerned had
been crooked causing serious harm
for the victims.
This is the pathetic case of a

young man from Chaitanyapuri area,
M Yadagiri, who belongs to
downtrodden community. Yadagiri
inherits a piece of agricultural land in
Saroornagar Mandal from his
maternal grandfather. However, the
same was grabbed by land sharks
against which he has been waging a
legal battle.
One crooked cop – Mr Anand

Bhaskar - interfered in the civil
dispute over land related to Yadagiri
and spoiled his life making it

miserable, while his successors
continue to harass him every now
and then.  The then Station House
Officer (SHO) of Chaitanyapuri
Police Station in Cyberabad Police
Commissioner’s jurisdiction
allegedly joined hands with land
grabbers and intervened in civil
dispute regarding land ownership
and booked false cases against
Yadagiri.
In a petition filed before the State

Human Rights Commission, Yadagiri
alleged that Anand Bhaskar
intimidated him by threatening to
open a rowdy sheet against him. The
same fact was brought to the notice
of higher-ups through a
representation on June 16, 2011

The apartment in which CI Ch Umachari is living without paying rent
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seeking justice. However, nothing
was done by the higher-ups. Instead,
Anand Bhaskar implicated Yadagiri
in two more criminal cases after a
complaint was given against him and
opened a rowdy sheet against the
young man. Since then, every
successor SHO of Chaitanyapuri has
been forcing Yadaigiri to appear in
the police station whenever they like
and compelling him to sit in the
police station for long hours and
threaten with booking dozens of
cases. A complaint was lodged in this
regard before the HRC, which
ordered an enquiry by the Assistant
Commissioner of Police, LB Nagar,
Yadagiri told The News.
However, the present ACP, Mr

Seetharam, in his report
(No.15/SHRC/ACP-
LBN/CYB/2014, dt. 14/04/2014),
submitted to the HRC supported the
acts of his colleagues Anand Bhaskar
and his successors. The ACP went to
the extent of declaring the ownership

rights though the revenue authorities,
who are vested with such powers,
clearly state in their replies to RTI
queries that the right over the piece
of land for which Yadagiri has been
fighting a legal battle, rest with the
victim’s mother. Yet, the ACP, LB
Nagar has been eager to brand
Yadagiri as a ruffian.
“It was painful to see the report

of the ACP, which was prepared with
an intention to protect corrupt police
officials. Therefore, I requested the
HRC to direct the police bosses to
order an enquiry by the ‘police
complaints authority’ as per the
directives issued by the Supreme
Court of India in its historic
judgment dt. 22/09/2006 in Prakash
Singh & Others Vs Union of India &
Others,” Yadagiri said.
In another instance of crooked

cop harassing common people, a
police inspector forcibly gained entry
into a vacant residential flat at
Gaddiannaram without informing the

flat owner and now threatening the
owners with dire consequences when
asked to vacate the flat.
The flat owner, T Krishna

Kumari told The News that she owns
a flat on the fifth floor of Sri Lakshmi
Ambica Residency in
Gaddiannaram.
This is a complaint against

Inspector of Police Sri Ch Umachari,
now Inspector, Police Control Room
(North Zone), Hyderabad police.
However, Inspector Umachari, who
was living in Flat No.406 in the C-
Block, broke open the lock on the
main door and trespassed into my flat
as it was vacant after our family
moved to Vanasthalipuram. When I
tried to talk to Umachari as to why he
trespassed into my flat, he threatened
me with dire consequences claiming
that he was a police official and he
was powerful enough to foist cases
against my family.
She said the Inspector did not

even pay the rent properly. “About

COVER STORY
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Rs 1 lakh is overdue towards rent and
he is threatening me and my family
with dire consequences whenever we
request him to pay the rent and
vacate the flat. I approached the local
police in April this year but they
refused to take a complaint against
Mr Umachari. Subsequently, I filed
complaints with the Governor,
Director General of Police,
Commissioner of Police of
Hyderabad and the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (North
Zone) seeking justice, but to no use,”
Krishna Kumari said.
She also said that in the month of

July, Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Gopalapuram Division
summoned her to appear before him
for an enquiry saying he was asked
by the higher-ups to submit an
enquiry report in connection with the
complaint she made earlier.
“I was disappointed to learn from

the notice that an officer of the
Assistant Commissioner of Police
(ACP) has been appointed to enquire
into a complaint against a Circle
Inspector, that too when the charges
include indecent behavior with a
woman. So, I requested the ACP in
writing to transfer my complaint to
‘Police Complaints Authority’.
However, the action is still awaited,”
Krishna Kumari told The News.
In another case which dates back

to February 2014, Langer House
police abducted a family and allowed
private persons to detain them in a
private house after one of the
members of the family married a 20-
year-old girl against the wishes of the
girl’s family.
According to the documents

available with The News, 20-year-
old Arshiya Jabeen was in love with
one Abdullah Bin Hussain. The duo
got married on February 19, 2014
according to Islamic laws. However,
the girl’s family was against the

marriage. Since the family had the
support of All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
leaders, the Langer House police did
not even hesitate to name Abdullah
as an accused though the FIR said it
was only a missing case. Further, the
police picked up Abdullah’s mother
and the kids of his brothers, took
them to police station and
subsequently handed them over to
the family of Arshiya Jabeen, who
detained them illegally in a private
house.
Arshiya Jabeen alleged that the

family members of her husband
Abdullah were subjected to physical
torture. One of Abdullah’s relatives,
Irfan Bin Hussain was picked up for
questioning. Police subjected him to
torture following which the implant
fixed in his leg owing to a previous
fracture was badly damaged, she
said.
The couple was forced to go to

Delhi and file complaints with the
National Human Rights
Commission, National Commission
for Women, Home Minister and
Prime Minister. Finally, the couple
approached the High Court of
Andhra Pradesh seeking protection

from the police harassment. It was
only after the High Court directed the
Police not to interfere with the
couple; the police stopped chasing
the couple and the family of
Abdullah.  
In this backdrop, Arshiya Jabeen

had filed a private case against the
Langer House police and some
others for defaming her and her
husband’s family besides subjecting
them to torture. The court had
directed the Langer House police to
register a case and investigate. The
police reluctantly registered a FIR
(83 of 2014) but there has been
absolutely no progress in the case.
Recently, the Investigating Officer,
Sub-Inspector Srinivas was caught
red-handed by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) while accepting bribe
in some other case. Abdullah’s
relative Irfan Bin Hussain also filed
a private case against Langer House
police for subjecting him to illegal
detention and torture damaging the
implant in his leg. However, there
has been little progress in the
investigations in the two cases,
which clearly shows that the crooked
cops are being protected by their
colleagues, at least for now. 

M Yadagiri Abdullah Bin Hussain
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Social networking sites might
be useful in spreading
information across the globe at

the click of a mouse. They may also
be useful in helping needy but in
many cases social networking sites
are causing serious harm for the
national security.

While misuse and abuse of the
pictures and videos of women has
become a common phenomenon, of
late, instances are coming to light in
which foreign spies are setting honey-
traps for net savvy Indian officials,
particularly military officials, through
social networking sites.
Take the case of Naik Subedar,

Patan Kumar Poddar, EME Unit,
Secunderabad, who was arrested in
the first week of August. According
to officials, Pakistani spies posing as
a woman named Anushka, contacted
Poddar through facebook and
subsequently email and developed
online friendship. Over a period the
spies lured him into sharing vital
information such as strategic
locations of army bases, deployment
of some defense units, police sources
said.
Poddar spoke to various army

personnel of different locations to
gather information with regard to
location of artillery regiments,
commands, corps, division
headquarters and brigades. He shared
all the information with his online
friend violating the Official Secrets
Act and which is against the interest
of the nation, police said.
Close on the heels of Poddar’s

arrest, the Special Task Force (STF)
of the Uttar Pradesh police, in a joint
operation with Kangra police,
arrested an army jawan from Andreta
village of Kangra district on charges
of espionage.
The accused, identified as Sunit

Kumar, 20, passed sensitive inputs
about the army through social
networking site Facebook in
collusion with a woman allegedly
working for Pakistan's Inter- Services
Intelligence (ISI). Police raided the
house of the accused at Andreta.
The STF seized a laptop, mobile

and some documents found in his
possession. Sources said Sunit
allegedly walked into a 'honey trap'
set up by the ISI on Facebook. 
It has also come to light in some

cases where officials were indulging

in video chat with objectionable
activities that was recorded by the
spies of other countries and used for
blackmailing later to gain strategic or
commercial information, sources
said.
Some of the officials were seen

posing with AK-47 and in uniform
and in a few cases, they were seen
posing with their service revolvers.
On being questioned, they only said
the motive was to impress people
especially girls, the sources said.
While the number of such

incidents was more in paramilitary
forces, few were also reported in the
armed forces as well, the sources said.
The Home ministry has already asked
officials to stay away from social
networking sites such as Facebook on
their official computers.

Net savvy officials fallingfor honey traps
The accused, identified as Sunit Kumar, 20, passed

sensitive inputs about the army through social
networking site Facebook in collusion with a woman
allegedly working for Pakistan's Inter- Services

Intelligence (ISI)

COPS & CROOKS
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All uncovered households
would be covered with
banking facilities by August

2015 by opening basic bank accounts
as part of Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY) scheme.
Launching at the scheme at

Hyderabad, Union Minister for
Urban Development, Housing &
Urban Poverty Alleviation and
Parliamentary Affairs, M Venkaiah
Naidu said the account holder would
be provided a RuPay Debit Card and
facility of an overdraft to every basic
banking account holder would be
considered after satisfactory

operation history of six months.
Census 2011 estimated that only

54.46 percent rural households and
67.68 percent urban households are
availing banking services, Venkaiah
Naidu said adding that a total of
1,11,63,283 households have bank

accounts while 98,61,251 households
are yet to get bank accounts.
The union minister said the

objective of PMJDY was to ensure
access to various financial services
like availability of savings bank
account, access to need based credit,
remittances facility, insurance and
pension to the excluded sections i.e.
weaker sections and low income
groups.
Financial inclusion of the poor

will help in bringing them to the
mainstream of growth and would
also provide the Financial
Institutions an opportunity to be
partners in inclusive growth,
Venkaiah Naidu said.  

Bank accounts for all by
August 2015

The union minister said the
objective of PMJDY was to
ensure access to various
financial services like

availability of savings bank
account, access to need

based credit

TELANGANA NEWS
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City based Sreenidhi
Institute of Science and
Technology (SNIST) could

make it to the virtual round of
BAJA SAE series. SNIST is one
among the eight Institutions from
the states of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, which made it through to
the virtual round.
BAJA SAE Series is an

ultimate platform for the
undergraduate engineering
students, organized globally by the
Society of Automotive Engineers,
USA to discuss, interact and gain
bounteous knowledge of the
exuberant technology around the
world. The event originated in the
name of Mini - BAJA, in the year
1976 at University of Carolina.
Since then, the event has spanned
across six countries – USA,
Mexico, South Africa, Korea,
Brazil and India.
The BAJA SAE commissions

the students to design, fabricate
and validate a single seater four -

wheeled off road vehicle to take
part in series of events spread over
a course of 3 days that test the
vehicle for the sound engineering
practices that have gone into it, the
agility of the vehicle in terms of
gradability, speed, acceleration and
manoeuvrability characteristics
and finally its ability to endure that
back breaking durability test.
The virtual BAJA SAEINDIA

is a filtration criterion, through
which all the registered
participants are scrutinized for
their knowledge and capability to
participate successfully in the main
event. The teams are judged on six
parameters in the Virtual BAJA
event which are – their knowledge
of the rule book, the design of the
vehicle, project plan, design
methodology and design

SNIST makes it toBAJA SAE virtual round
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evaluation
plan. A total of 400

points are available for each team’s
design and the top 120 teams were
selected this year to compete in the
main event.
The evaluation process for the

BAJA SAEINDIA is a twofold
process and students have to clear
the Virtual Baja preliminary round
before they start manufacturing
their buggies for the main events.
The evaluation process in the

main event is a different ball game
altogether and the students finally
got to showcase their finished
buggy to the judges. In the static
tests the buggies are evaluated on
various factors such as cost,
aesthetics and the quality of the
fabrication. There are also many
dynamic tests such as acceleration,
braking, maneuverability over all
terrain and a hill climb test. But

none of these tests is more grueling
than the endurance race where the
drivers and buggies are pushed to
their limits till a winner emerges.
The “hill-climb” and the obstacle
course are just some of the
dynamic tests that the buggies have
to endure to make it to the finish
line.
SNIST director, Dr P Narsimha

Reddy has been encouraging
students to participate in esteemed
events such as BAJA SAE by
backing them whenever and
wherever necessary. The
mechanizers 5.0, a team of 25
students, under the guidance of
their professors K Kondayya and B
Ravi have enthusiastically started
their fabrication work. 
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It sounds like a story straight outof a silver screen movie. The
spine chilling incident took place

in Uttarakhand’s Rudraprayag district
on August 24.
A 54-year-old woman holding just

a sickle, fought with a leopard and
escaped with injuries. The leopard
was later found dead near the village.
The woman, Kamla Devi of Koti

Bodna village in Rudraprayag district
of Uttarakhand, headed for fields
after breakfast on Sunday, just as she
does every day. Few hours later, she
decided to return to the village to
prepare her meal. On her way back,
she was attacked by the leopard.
She showed great courage by

fighting the animal with a sickle and
a small spade. She suffered three
fractures and deep cuts, but valiantly

fought off the leopard forcing the
spotted cat to flee after an hour-long
struggle. She then walked about one
km all by herself to reach her village
before she found help. Locals took
her for treatment to Agastyamuni
from where she was shifted to
Srinagar (Garhwal) for medical
treatment. Doctors were taken aback
on hearing that the frail looking
woman had fought off a leopard for
an hour.
"The condition of the woman is

stable. We have not counted the
number of stitches, but it must be
more than 100. She has sustained two
fractures on the right hand and one on
the left. She also has deep injuries on
her head and legs," a doctor said.
"Walking one km with blood

oozing out from your body speaks a
lot about her strong will power to
survive," the doctor added. Leopards

are clever and their agility makes
their attack fatal, wildlife expert
Lakhpat Rawat said.
This is possibly the first case of its

kind case in which a woman killed
the leopard which pounced on her.
Either the leopard was old, or was too
young and inexperienced.
Mediapersons surrounded Kamala
who recollected every single detail of
the encounter in spite the pain she
was in. Widowed a few years ago,
Kamla manages both household work
and farming by herself as her only
son is working in Delhi.
"Our team has visited the village

and brought the leopard carcass to
Agastyamuni. We will be conducting
the postmortem on Monday and
investigate the cause of its death,"
Sub Divisional Officer of
Rudraprayag Forest division, Ajay
Kumar Sharma said. 

Woman fights
leopard with sickle
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India is all set to transform into a digitalempowered society and knowledge economy if
everything goes well with the plans of the BJP

government at the centre.
Narendra Modi government on August 20, 2014

gave its approval for Digital India – A programme to
transform India into a digital empowered society and
knowledge economy. According to officials, this
programme has been envisaged by Department of
Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY) to
ensure transparency and accountability.
The programme will be implemented in a

phased manner between 2014 and 2018.  The

programme would ensure that Government services
are available to citizens electronically.  It would also
bring in public accountability through mandated
delivery of government’s services electronically,
officials said.
High speed internet would be made available in

all Gram Panchayats besides making available safe
and secure cyber-space in the country,
officials said adding steps would be taken for
universal digital literacy.
As part of the programme, all government

documents and certificates would be made
available on the cloud, officials said. 

Modi government approves
Digital India Programme
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's government lays the
groundwork for the ambitious

programme aimed at setting up 100
smart cities across the country.
Modi's vision for smart cities

that benefit from the latest

technology has begun to take shape
with the Ministry of Urban
Development identifying almost all
the locations where they will be
built as well as existing cities that
are to be remodeled on these lines.
The ministry has asked the 22

states to send detailed project
reports so that a final blueprint can

be outlined.
Describing the scheme, officials

of the urban development ministry
say that they plan to set up seven
smart cities each in Gujarat, Kerala,
Rajasthan and Karnataka. Modi's
constituency Varanasi is among the
six cities identified in Uttar Pradesh
for the project.
The government has set 2019 as

the deadline to deliver the first three
smart cities, all of which will be
built as part of the Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC). The

 3 smart cities by 2019
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DMIC is a project the government
aims to build as a global
manufacturing and trading hub.
These smart cities are Dholera,
Shendra-Bidkin and Global City.
Overall, seven smart cities will be

set up between Delhi and Mumbai
under the DMIC project, which is
being built in partnership with the
government of Japan. There are at
least three more industrial corridors
along which new cities are being
built - Amritsar-Kolkata, Bangalore-
Chennai and
Chennai-Visakhapatnam. 
A master plan is ready for three

cities - Punderi, Krishnapatnam and

Tumkur - along the Bangalore-
Chennai corridor, said an official of
the ministry, adding that the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) had
concluded a feasibility study for
cities along Chennai-Vizag corridor.
The Centre will also invite bids

for another project, Shendra-Bidkin
industrial zone in Maharashtra, by
mid-2015. Much like in the DMIC,
the official said foreign assistance
would be crucial to the
implementation of the project.
Several countries, including
Singapore, Germany, the UK, US
and South Korea have expressed
interest in these projects.  
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Even as the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) jawans
bravely fight India’s enemies

in tough terrain and get brutally killed
in dozens, the CRPF top brass makes
merry enjoying life in king- size.
Despite having luxuries in cities

and the national capital, far removed
from the threat of Maoists and
terrorists, the top officers now want
the facility to stay in five-star hotels.
There are number of instances

where CRPF jawans either killed
themselves or assaulted and even shot
to death their seniors after they fail to
get leaves to see their families in
times of trouble at domestic front.
Yet, it appears the higher-ups are not
bothered to seek more and more
luxuries for themselves which will
only increase discontent among the
lower ranks.
While the lower ranks of the force

struggle for basic amenities, officers
of the rank of Assistant Commandant

to Director General want the
paramilitary force to sign
memorandums of understanding with
five-star hotels in all states for their
stay on official visits.
The Inspector General

(Administration) made a presentation
to Director General Dileep Trivedi on
the subject of availing the option of
staying in five-star hotels at
concessional rates, during a recent
meeting.
And the DG had directed his

deputies to issue instructions to all
sector Inspectors General for getting
into MoU with leading five-star
hotels in the state. According to
government guidelines, officers of the
rank of Assistant Commandant to

Director General are currently
allowed to spend amounts ranging
from Rs 1,500 to Rs 5,000 a night on
hotel rooms during official visits.
Not just this, but the lower rank

personnel are also peeved with the
construction of a plush mess opposite
the CRPF headquarters in Delhi. This
was in addition to another existing
mess in RK Puram. The new mess
was built using welfare funds of the
force, which could have been put to
better use for the uplift of troopers
and junior ranks. It is only used for
hosting parties that are attended by
top officers. This is what the welfare
fund has been used for. Nobody
thinks about the force and the lower
ranks," said a source.

CRPF top brass wants
five-star luxuries

NATIONAL NEWS
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Mobile services for
Maoist affected areas

THE NEWS BUREAU

Mobile services would soon
be available at 2,199
locations affected by Left

Wing Extremism (LWE) in the states
of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal.
Until now, mobile services were

not available in these locations. The
Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, gave its
approval for the project, apparently
in an attempt to step up the fight
against Maoists.
The establishment of mobile

services would augment public
communication facilities in
backward regions and also provide a

platform for mobile services
including m-commerce, mobile
based information dissemination and
easy access to governance and
policing.

The project would be executed
by Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL). BSNL has already installed
towers at 363 locations. The
Universal Service Obligation Fund

(USOF) would fund the capital
expenditure and operative
expenditure net of revenue for five
years.

Official sources said the project
implementation cost through the
open tendering process is
approximately Rs 3,568 crore against
the revised cost estimate of
approximately Rs 3,216 crore.  
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It has emerged that a chemicallinked to cancer cell growth is
being used by millions of people

in toothpaste every day.
According to the documents

released by the US Food and Drugs
Administration, it has concerns that
triclosan could increase the risk of
cancer. The chemical is used in the
toothpaste -  Colgate Total.
This shocking fact came to light

after the US FDA released
toxicology documents last year
following a Freedom of Information
Act lawsuit. However, Colgate
claims the chemical was only
problematic in large doses. 
However, newer studies show

there are indeed concerns with the
chemical - including premature births
and underdeveloped bones in
animals. “The recently released
pages, taken alongside new research
on triclosan, raise questions about

whether the agency did appropriate
due diligence in approving Colgate
Total,” Bloomberg quoted scientists
as saying.
In 2010, a student linked

triclosan, which has commonly been
used to reduce bacteria
contamination, to reduced fertility in
mice and a 2013 study linked it to
lowered sperm production in rats.
And a study from 2003 found

triclosan in the urine of 75 per cent
of 2,517 Americans - including
children - who were tested by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Despite evidence - including

pages in the report showing how tests
found fetal bone malformations in
mice and rats - Colgate deemed the
results irrelevant because they were
conducted on animals.
Scientist Thomas Zoeller was

quoted as telling Bloomberg, “We
have created a system where we are

testing these chemicals out on the
human population. I love the idea
they are all safe. But when we have
studies on animals that suggest
otherwise, I think we are taking a
huge risk.”
Still, Colgate said that the

documents released by US FDA do
not prove the chemical is harmful to
humans and said that its safety is
proved by more than 80 clinical
studies of 19,000 people.
Thomas Dipiazza, spokesman for

Colgate told Bloomberg, “In the
nearly 18 years that Colgate Total has
been on the market in the U.S., there
has been no signal of a safety issue
from adverse-event reports.” 
Interestingly, in 2010, the

European Union banned triclosan in
materials that come into contact with
food. 

Colgate Total toothpaste
linked to cancer
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It appears the political turmoil inPakistan is taking the toll on
Indian security forces and the

civilians in Jammu and Kashmir.
Taking advantage of the turmoil,
militants had been trying to infiltrate
into Indian territory under the cover
of firing by Pakistani troops on the
borders.
Border Security Force (BSF)

Director General D K Pathak

confirmed that it was for the first
time since 1971 war that Pakistani
troops have launched firing on such
a large scale targeting even civilian
areas in Jammu and Kashmir,
violating the ceasefire on the
international border.
He, however, said the BSF had

been effectively retaliating against
the Pakistani military on the
international border. "We are giving
them a befitting reply as we ensure
that no civilian areas on their side are

affected by our response."
Pathak said there were 25-30

launching pads where heavily armed
militants were waiting on the
Pakistan side to infiltrate into Jammu
and Kashmir. "These launching pads
are located in schools, community
halls and forest areas on the other
side," he said.
The BSF guards the 210 km long

international border in the three
districts of Jammu, Samba and
Kathua in Jammu region. 

Pakistani
firing
worst
since 1971

war
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An advanced hypersonic
weapon, being developed by
the US military was

destroyed four seconds after its
launch from a test range in Alaska on
August 25.
The weapon was destroyed after

controllers detected a problem with
the system, the Pentagon said. The
Weapon is part of a program to create
a missile that will destroy targets
anywhere on Earth within hours -

traveling at speeds in excess of 3,500
miles-an-hour. The mission was
aborted to ensure public safety, and
no one was injured in the incident,
which occurred shortly after 4 am
EDT at the Kodiak Launch Complex
in Alaska, said Maureen Schumann,
a spokeswoman for the U.S. Defense
Department.
'We had to terminate,' Schumann

said. 'The weapon exploded during
takeoff and fell back down in the
range complex,' she added. The
incident caused an undetermined

amount of damage to the launch
facility 25 miles from the city of
Kodiak, Schumann said.
"It came back down on the range

complex," she said. "Fortunately, no
people on the ground were injured.
There was damage, but I'm not sure
of the extent of it at this time."
The rocket was the booster for the

Advanced Hypersonic Weapon, a
glide vehicle designed to quickly
reach a target. The design is one of
several being tested by the Army
under the umbrella of the

us hypersonic Weapon destroyed
shortly after launch

GLOBAL NEWS
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Conventional Prompt Global Strike
program, Schumann said.
"It's a concept that will allow the

Department of Defense to engage
any target anywhere in the world in
less than an hour," she said. The first
flight test of the Advanced
Hypersonic Weapon on November
17, 2011, flew the weapon from
Hawaii to Kwajalein Atoll in the
South Pacific.
The test was designed to enhance

previous ground testing, modeling
and simulation, Schumann said.
According to the Washington

Free Beacon, the Advanced
Hypersonic Weapon is being
developed as a joint project between
the Army Space and Missile Defense
Command and the Army Forces
Strategic Command to form the
Pentagon's Prompt Global Strike
initiative.
The missile would be used to hit

terrorist targets identified on
satellites thousands of miles away or
weapons of mass destruction being
moved in open ground that only have
a small window within which to
strike.
According to the Washington

Free Beacon, Russia too is
attempting to develop its own
hypersonic weapon.
It was a setback for the US

program, which some analysts see as

countering the growing development
of ballistic missiles by Iran and North
Korea but others say is part of an
arms race with China, which tested a
hypersonic system in January. 
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As many as 22,000 acres of
Wakf lands worth thousands
of crores had been grabbed

by the land sharks in Andhra
Pradesh. This is only the tip of
iceberg because the new government
of Andhra Pradesh is yet to conduct
a thorough survey of Wakf
properties.
However, sources said the

enquiries carried out by the Wakf
Board officials in coordination with
the revenue department so far
revealed encroachments on wakf
lands over an extent of 22,000 acres.
It was also discovered during the
enquiry that hundreds of immovable
assets of the wakf board are also
under encroachment.
According to sources, wakf board

tentatively has around 65,000 acres
of lands in Andhra Pradesh. The
extent may increase after thorough
verification of records and detailed
enquiries. But unfortunately, specific
records are available for only 29,000
acres of wakf lands, while 7,000
acres of wakf land has been taken
away by the successive governments
for implementation of various
schemes. Also, another 5,000 acres
of wakf land was acquired by various
government departments for different
purposes in the past.
There have been various reasons

for encroachment of wakf lands.
Apart from the nexus between land
sharks and selfish politicians and
inaction by the authorities concerned,

the Wakf Board has merely one
Inspector Auditor to take care of the
wakf properties in each district. The
Inspector Auditors have to maintain

the records and oversee the affairs
with little infrastructure, sources
said.
However, the new government,

headed by N Chandrababu Naidu,
ordered a thorough enquiry into the
wakf properties and directed the
authorities concerned to submit a
comprehensive report on the
properties.
A quick look at the table shows

the encroachment of thousands of
wakf lands in each district.
Devout Muslims urge the

government to order a CBI probe
into the encroachments and punish
the guilty besides initiating stern
measures for the protection of wakf
properties. 

Land sharks grab 22,000
acres of wakf land in AP

District           
Acres under

encroachment
Chittoor                                               5,000

Visakhapatnam                                   4,400
Kurnool                                               3,700

Prakasam                                             3,400
East Godavari                                     1,600

Nellore                                                          1,100
Krishna     1,000

West Godavari                                       600
Guntur                                                    400
Kadapa                                                   300

Anantapur                                              300
Srikakulam                                             200
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Silk Mark Organisation of India
was launched in 2004 to create
awareness among the silk

consumers on the importance of pure
silk through Silk Mark – An
assurance of pure silk.  The
organization has more than 2600
members across the country, serving
the silk admirers with pure and

quality silks.
“Silk Mark has been striving to

create awareness among the people
by way of providing them with the
opportunity to know many varieties
and types of silks from across the
country by conducting Silk Mark
Expos throughout the country, they
said. It has completed 10 years in the
service of the silk consumers, traders
and weavers winning accolades from

the consumer community,” Satish
Kumar and Srinivasa Rao told The
News.
“To mark the occasion of 10th

anniversary of Silk Mark, Hyderabad
chapter is organizing various cultural
programmes to entertain the
consumer simultaneously educating
them on Indian silks. A fashion show
displaying specialty of Indian silks
titled ‘Srimathi Silk Mark 2014 is

Srimathi Silk Mark
fashion show from Sept 13

If you are married and have infectious smile, here is a great
opportunity to get recognition you ever dreamed of. Deputy

Secretary (Technical) H T Satish Kumar and Senior Executive Y
Srinivasa Rao of Silk Mark Organisation of India, an initiative of
Central Silk Board, Union Ministry of Textiles, speak to The News

about the fashion show titled ‘Srimathi Silk Mark – 2014
Hyderabad’,  being organized by the Hyderabad Chapter from

September 13.
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being organized for silk loving
married women aged between 22
years and 40 years. This event by and
large will have an impact towards
establishing the awareness on Silk
Mark,” the officials said.
Auditions would be conducted on

13 September 2014 to shortlist the
participants for future levels of
selection process. Srimathi Silk Mark
-2014 Hyderabad would be judged on
parameters like appearance in
traditional silk dress, knowledge on
importance of silk and silk mark,
apart from general appeal. Those who
wish to take part in the Srimathi Silk
Mark 2014 Hyderabad pageant may
send their details to
iambeautiful@silkmarkindia.com,
the two officials said.
Also, painting and essay

competition for the school going
children would be conducted. The
fashion show and grand finale of
Srimathi Silk Mark would be held on
26 September 2014, the officials said
adding the popular Silk Mark Expo
2014 Hyderabad would be conducted
at Shilpakala Vedika near Cyber
Towers in Madhapur between 23-29

September 2014 coinciding with the
grand festivals of Dusserah and
Diwali.
The expo will showcase many

varieties and colours of silk products
representing 25 silk clusters from
more than 15 silk producing states
across the length and breadth of the
country. The main objective of the
expo is to provide 100 percent pure
silks with Silk Mark labels supported
by the testing facilities apart from

facilitating people with varieties of
silks from all over the silk weaving
clusters of the nation under one roof.
In order to create supportive

atmosphere to learn about Indian
silks, exciting prizes would be given
for the consumers through lucky draw
coupons and silk identification
games. The expo also showcases the
live material and processes of silk
products, said the officials of Silk
Mark Organisation of India. 

FOCUS
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National Institute of Nutrition at
Hyderabad has celebrated the National
Nutrition Week between September 1

and 7 in an effective manner. The theme of this
year being ‘Poshak Aahar Desh ka Aadhar’,
NIN Director-in-charge and Head, Food and
Drug Toxicology Research Centre, Dr
Kalpagam Polasa left no stone unturned to
create awareness among the people the
importance of nutrition for health.
Dr Kalpagam, who holds a

Ph.D. in Microbiology and
Master in Business
Administration, has been
providing overall direction
and conduct research in
food and drug safety,
capacity building and
science management.
She guides research

activities in various
disciplines of food safety
including microbiological
risk assessment, pesticide
toxicology, mycotoxicosis,
food additives and
contaminants, GM foods,
Dietary Management of
Chronic Diseases and Pre
Clinical Toxicology.
Speaking to The News on the

occasion of National Nutrition Week,
Dr Kalpagam said nutrition has far
reaching implications on development,
productivity, economic growth and ultimately
national development.

Dr Kalpagam
A SCIENTIST WITH
HUMAN TOUCH
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Malnutrition is a state of poor
nutrition caused by insufficient or
unbalanced diet. It is one of the
major health problems especially in
developing countries. It is estimated
to contribute to more than one third
of all child deaths and one out of
three world's malnourished children
lives in India, she said adding
malnutrition has adverse effects on
human health and development. It
also results in loss of productivity
and economic backwardness.
Nutrition is a focal point of health

and well being. It is an issue of
survival, health and development for
current and succeeding generations.
Eating right is not merely meant for
people who want to lose weight or
want to get back in shape, it should
be incorporated in everyone's
lifestyle to keep diseases at bay and
stay fit, says the senior scientist.
As the saying goes, ‘you are what

you eat’, good nutrition combined
with a regular physical activity is the
cornerstone of good health. Healthy
children learn better and people with

adequate nutrition are more
productive. On the other hand, poor
nutrition can lead to reduced
immunity, increased vulnerability to
disease, impaired physical and
mental development, and reduced
productivity.
“Good nutrition prepares healthy

individuals, it eventually leads to a
healthy nation,” Dr Kalpagam said.   

She also said that malnutrition
has to be viewed not merely as an
offshoot of poverty having adverse
effects on health and development of
individuals but as a national problem
that results in loss of productivity and
economic backwardness. Time has
come to create a movement so as to
improve nutrition at the individual
level.  

FOCUS
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He played a key role in
building the separate
Telangana agitation among

the doctors community and voiced his
anguish and anger against the
injustice in placement and
recruitment of doctors in Gandhi
Medical College Hospital.
A native of Laxmipuram village

in Duggondi mandal of Warangal
district, Praveen Pallam, did his
MBBS from Kakatiya Medical
College in Warangal and Masters in
General Surgery from Gandhi
Medical College in Hyderabad. He
spoke to The News on his role in
Telangana movement and his future
plans,
“I was active in student

movements while pursuing MBBS in
Warangal between 1988 and 94. Later
I worked as the assistant civil surgeon
at Khanapur Primary Health Center
between 1998 and 2001. I tried hard
and succeeded in bringing remote
villages of the area into the reach of
modern medical facilities,” Praveen
said,
Subsequently, he moved to

Hyderabad for pursuing masters. The
assistant professor says he could not
tolerate the disparity in the policy of
placement and recruitment of doctors
because 320 doctors out of the
existing strength of 370 in Gandhi
Medical College belonged to
Seemandhra region during his initial
days.
“It made me agitate against the

injustice. With the support of like-

minded doctors from Telangana
region, I launched an agitation for a
reasonable policy of placements and
recruitments of doctors among
various regions. Even the existing 85
percent local 15 percent non local
quota in medical seats was subverted
by the authorities in favour of
Andhraites and we exposed the
duplicity and got corrective measures
with our collective spirit,” said

Praveen.
He also said that he was

instrumental in making Gandhi
Medical College campus the
epicenter of activities and agitations
for Telangana medical community.
“We defied police repression and
conducted massive vydya garjana
meeting at Osmania Medical College
in January 2010 on the eve of the
indefinite hunger strike launched by

A doctor with
Telangana in his heart

Dr. Praveen Pallam
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KCR,” Praveen said.  
Later, inspired by the Telangana

Rashtra Samithi (TRS) chief K
Chandrasekhara Rao, the assistant
professor founded Telangana Doctors
Forum and built a fierce movement
against the Telugu Desam Party
government.
Praveen and other doctors from

Telangana parted ways with the
Andhra Pradesh Government Doctors
Association (APGDA) when they felt
it was treading anti-Telangana path.
He played a key role in carving out
Telangana Government Doctors
Association (TGGDA) in May 2010.
He believes it is a milestone in the
history of Telangana movement.

He has been the founder secretary
general of TGGDA and continuing in
the post after getting huge majority in
the recently held elections for the
association general council. He is also
the convenor of Telangana Medical
JAC since 2010.
The TGGDA organized its first

convention on April 21, 2010 at the
Osmania Medical College auditorium
in which KCR was the chief guest.
He takes pride in keeping the
TGGDA at the forefront of Telangana
movement along with the TRS.
Married to Dr Jhansi, who is also

an assistant professor in Gandhi
Medical College, Praveen is very
much interested to foray into active
politics. He aspires to contest the
elections on a TRS ticket either from
Narsampet or Warangal East
Constituency in future and serve the
people of his region.

FOCUS



The News You Like | September 2014 35

THE NEWS BUREAU

Thirty-two-year-old Ponna
Venkataramana of Aliabad in
Old city has been associated

with the right wing organizations
since his early days of youthfulness
though criminal cases were foisted
against him at the behest of AIMIM
leaders.
“Communal cases were foisted

against me in four police stations

when I stood guard and prevented an
attack on Darbar Maisamma temple
in Aliabad in 2010. MIM MLA Syed
Ahmed Pasha Quadri and some
corporators of MIM were behind the
conspiracy of foisting cases against
me,” Venkataramana told The News.
He also says he prevented

religious preaching by Christian
evangelists at Cherlapally prison in
the year 2012. A complaint was filed
with the State Human Rights

Commission and the prison
superintendent was asked to take
action against the evangelists, he said.
Venkataramana went on 24 hour

fasting demanding allocation of funds
to the tune of Rs 100 crore for revival
of 500 year old historical hindu
temples in Old city and also for
setting up of Gow Shalas to protect
cows from slaughtering.
He also played key role in the

execution of development works such

Committed to
protection of

temples and cows
Old city of Hyderabad is communally sensitive and is always in
news for one or the other reasons. Yet, this man is committed to

a cause – protection of temples and cows.
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as providing drinking water facility
for Krishnareddy Nagar and
Mekalabanda residents, street lighting
in Falaknuma area and installation of
high mast lights in Aliabad etc.
He is a great admirer of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.
Venkataramana meets Modi on

September 17 every year to greet the
leader on the occasion of his birthday.
On September 17, 2013,
Venkataramana met Modi in
Gandhinagar when an audio CD titled
‘Bharata Maata Muddu Bidda’ was
launched.
Venkataramana made his political

entry in the year 2001 by joining the
Telangana Sadhana Samithi, founded
by A Narendra. 
Subsequently, he joined Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) and became the
vice-president of the Greater
Hyderabad unit of BJP youth wing
BJYM.

FOCUS
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Apple device to end the
era of double click mouse
THE NEWS BUREAU

Technology giant Apple claims it has a
solution for all those who are
frustrated with their computer

mouse. The Cupertino-based company filed
for patent on a mouse that is more
responsive working like a games controller.
The ‘Force Sensing Mouse’ would be

able to sense exactly how hard and where
the user presses down on a button. It will
then respond to the user with its own
sensory feedback, such as vibrations, driven
by electromagnets or motors, according to
Mikey Campbell at Apple Insider.
The Apple mouse could put an end to

clumsy drags and double clicks and instead
provide a far more controlled way to use a
computer. The device would mean a user
moves the cursor over an icon and presses a
button to select it, in the same way that they
do now. But they can choose how hard to
press the button to provide different types of
commands to the computer, like closing a
document.
The mouse could then respond with a

vibration to help the user navigate different
types of documents. The patent includes
details for left, right and central buttons that
would have this sensory feedback
capability.
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The “factory reset” function on
Android handsets fails to
properly delete data and it is

unsafe to take intimate selfies on
such phones, warn Security
researchers.  
The warning comes after the

researchers retrieved more than a
thousand photos of men and women
in “various stages of undress” from
second-hand phones.
The study conducted by Avast

used advanced data retrieval
techniques to recover data from 20
second-hand smartphones purchased
from eBay.
Over 40,000 photos were

recovered including more than 250
selfies of the previous owner’s

manhood. The researchers could
identify the previous owners of four
of the 20 handsets, and described the
amount of data retrieved as shocking.
The problem stems from the

method of data deletion used by the

handsets, with the factory reset
option only deleting the directory
that points to the location of the data
– rather than the data itself, says
Avast.
The researchers must have been

using older Android devices and that
their findings did not reflect the
security protections in Android
versions that are used by 85 percent
of users, said a Google spokesperson
defending the Operating System.
Google recommends enabling

encryption on their smartphones – an
option available under Settings and
then Security. Extra security
conscious users can even load
‘dummy data’ onto their phone
following a factory reset and then
deleting that set of data that before
putting the device for sale online. 

Intimate selfies on
smartphones not safe
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Narendra Modi government is
planning to set up a national
agency to certify upcoming

private sector laboratories in the area
of electronics and information
technology.
Testing of equipments being an

extremely important part of
maintaining a secured digital
infrastructure, the job of testing and
certification is at present done by
standardisation testing and quality
certification (STQC) directorate,
under the department of electronics
and information technology, DeitY.
The proposed national agency

will be independent of STQC, which
runs a regional lab in Kolkata,
secretary, DeitY, RS Sharma said

while speaking at the 15th
international common criteria
conference (ICCC) organised by
STQC, DeitY, and CII in New Delhi
on Tuesday.
Last year India was recognised as

an authorising nation for CCRA
certification to test and certify
electronics and IT products with
respect to cyber security. This will
help the country become a hub for
testing.
The authorisation status will give

Indian electronics and IT
manufacturing industry and
government a collaborative
environment for realising prime
minister’s vision of ‘make in India’,
Sharma said.
Deputy national security advisor

Arvind Gupta said the authorisation

status will help India become a hub
for security assurance of IT services
and products.
According to Ashit Vora, lab

director, Acumen Security, a US-
based testing company, India can
become a hub for testing as the
difference in cost of testing in an
Indian lab vis-a-vis a lab based in the
US or Europe is around 50 percent.
Vora said his company is already
setting up a lab in Mumbai. The
expertise of the labs, however, will
also be a deciding factor in attracting
IT and communications
manufacturers for getting their
products tested specifically in India.
The testing labs will evaluate the

electronic and IT products as per the
‘common criteria’, an international
standard for computer security

National certification agency
for electronics and IT
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certification and submit its report to
the national agency. The agency will
validate the evaluation of the labs
and issue the certification report. The
agency will depute a validator for
each evaluation project.
“The agency will be completely

independent. It will have more
people, capacity and authority so that
we can empanel more labs,” an
official associated with STQC
directorate said.
All equipments under IT and

communications will come under the
certification. “For telecom, we will
draw a separate certification
framework, though the baseline
evaluation will be the same,” the
official said.
There is a mutual recognition

arrangement between a group of 26
countries (which includes India) on

accepting test reports. Of these, 17 are
authorising nations, which means
they can generate their own
certificates as per common criteria.
The remaining nine are consuming

nations, and can accept certificates
from this group but not issue a
certificate on their own. The proposed
agency will be set up under DeitY
within six months, it is learnt.

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
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Two well-known film makers
and two top producers of
Kannada film industry were

caught on camera luring young girls
promising them with roles in films.
The film makers include Omprakash
Rao and Guru Deshpande while the
producers are Diwakar Babu and
Rajasekhar.

The dark side of the Kannada
film industry, which has produced
several national award-winning
films, was laid bare following the
scandal. The four, who are veterans
with more than two decades of
experience in the industry, have been
maintaining a low profile ever since
the footage of them allegedly
misbehaving with girls was aired by
a Kannada news channel.

The footage shows Rao telling
wannabe actresses that unless they
"entertain them", they cannot enter
the film industry and make it big.
Rao is the son of late N S Rao - a
renowned comedian in Kannada
films - and has directed over 25
movies.

His latest movie, Chandralekha,
was a box-office success. Young and
talented director Guru Deshpande,
who directed last year's hit movie
Raja Huli was also caught on camera.
In the footage, he is heard promising
movies to newcomers in return for
sexual favours.

Producers Diwakar Babu and
Rajasekhar were seen telling young
actors how accommodating the
casting couch "would help them grab

important roles" in Kannada movies.
The revelations have shocked the
industry.

The Karnataka Film Chambers

of Commerce (KFCC), the apex
body of the film industry in
Karnataka, has ordered a probe into
the matter. 

Sex scandal shakes
Kannada film industry

SOUTH NEWS
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Girls from the glamour
industry stepping into flesh
trade is not a new thing. The

latest one to be exposed is national
award winning young actress hailing
from Bengal, Shweta Basu.
Shweta was arrested while

entertaining a decoy planted by the
police department at a luxury hotel in
Banjara Hills on the night of August
31. A broker, known as Balu, was
also held who has been selling
Shweta allegedly for Rs 1 lakh a
night.
Shweta began her career as a

child artist for TV shows and later
signed for Bollywood projects
include Makdee, Iqbal. She grew up
to become a popular actress South
circuit. But she took to flesh trade as
her career graph fell.
In her confession, the actress

Yet another
actress falls prey

for flesh trade
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said, “I have made
wrong choices in my
career and I was out
of money. I had to
support my family and
some other good
causes. All the doors
were closed and some
people encouraged me to
get into this to earn money. I
was helpless and with no option
left to choose, I got involved in this
act. I am not the only one who faced
this problem and there are several
other heroines who have gone
through this phase.”
This is not the first time where an

actress has been arrested for
prostitution. Several other Telugu
actresses were involved in flesh trade
in the past.

bhuvaneswari
Bombshell Bhuvaneswari was

arrested
twice in the past for running
prostitution racket in Chennai.
Industry sources say she lured

businessmen into her fold through
her skills on bed and made them shell
out several lakhs of rupees each with
a promise to repay them out of the
profits from a business she was going
to start.
However, she never returned the

money. Instead, she allegedly used to

threaten her victims with
making public the videos
containing the sexcapades
with her.

aish ansari
Yet another upcoming star,

Aish Ansari, was arrested for her
involvement in flesh trade in

2011. During the interrogation,
police officials found that Aish
Ansari offered her services in all
prime cities across India. She was
even arranging foreign models on
demand of customers.

yamuna
Kannada actress Yamuna was

arrested by the Bangalore police for
her alleged involvement in a
prostitution racket in the ITC Royal
Gardenia, a five star hotel, situated
on Vittal Mallya road in Bangalore in
January, 2011.
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saira banu
Tollywood small timer, Saira Banu was also caught

during a police raid at Spring Heaven Apartments in
Begumpet, Hyderabad in 2010.

Jyothi
Another actress Jyothi was arrested along with

Saira Banu for alleged involvement in a prostitution
racket. Hyderabad police busted the racket at Spring
Heaven Apartments at Begumpet in Hyderabad on
August 23, 2010.

sukanya chatterjee
Bengali actress Sukanya chatterjee, who featured

in several south Indian films, was arrested in
connection with a sex racket in May 2014.

Jayalakshmi aka seema
Homely looking actress Jayalakshmi aka Seema

was arrested along with two other Mumbai girls in
Hyderabad in the past. The irony is that the pimp was
none other than Jayalakshmi’s mother Adilakshmi.
Jayalakshmi acted in films like Sakutumba

Saparivara Samethamga, Hero, Kumkuma,
Bhaghyalakshmi Bumper Draw, Ayudham, Adhipati
and Madhumasam. According to police officials,
Adilakshmi forced her daughter into prostitution for
making quick money.
The list of actresses involved in flesh trade is

unending, but until being caught everyone of them
claim to be innocent, industry sources said. 
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GlaxoSmithKline Consumer
Healthcare Ltd, the
maker of Horlicks

and Boost health food
drinks, is planning to set
up a large manufacturing
facility in Andhra
Pradesh.

The GSK Consumer
team has shortlisted one
location each in Nellore and
Chittoor for the plant, which will
produce Horlicks and Boost branded
products with an investment of up to
Rs 1,000 crore. The company is

waiting for clarity on tax
incentives before taking a
decision, official sources said.

According to sources,
GSK is searching for
about 100 acres of
land at the two
locations, apart from
connectivity to the
natural gas grid and has
conveyed plans to

produce Foodles, which is
its instant noodles product,

biscuits and oats under the Horlicks
brand, apart from health food drinks.
Sources said the GSK was

planning to start its production

facility in the southern region of
Andhra Pradesh in view of low-
priced land, access to four more
southern states and availability of
farm produce consumed as raw
material for health food and drinks.

The sources further said that a
few large MNCs, including Coca-
Cola were also looking at setting up
their facilities in Andhra Pradesh.  

GlaxoSmithKline
to set up health
drink unit in AP

BUSINESS NEWS
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Yielding to long standing
demand of Hotel industry,
the Union Ministry of

Tourism has decided to classify 4
Star, 5 Star hotels in non-Heritage
sector and Classic category Hotels in
Heritage sector without insisting on
the presence of a bar that serves
alcohol on the premises.

As per the new guidelines, hotels
in the categories of 5 Star and 4 Star
in non-Heritage sector and Classic
category Hotels in Heritage sector
can now be classified as “5 Star with
alcohol service”, “5 Star without
alcohol service”, “4 Star with
alcohol service”, “4 Star without
alcohol service”, “Classic Heritage
with alcohol service” and “Classic
Heritage without alcohol service”. 
At present, the Ministry of Tourism classifies various hotels on voluntary request in the categories of 1 Star, 2 Star,

3 Star, 4 Star, 5 Star and 5 Star Deluxe in non-Heritage sector and in the categories of Basic, Classic and Grand in the
Heritage sector. Under the guidelines of the Ministry of Tourism till now , alcohol service was essential for Hotels
seeking classification under the categories of 4 Star, 5 Star, 5 Star Deluxe, Classic Heritage and Grand Heritage.
This decision would provide flexibility to hotel owners and management to take considered decision on whether

to provide alcohol service or not in their units. However, to protect the customer’s interest, the Ministry of Tourism
has made it compulsory for all the classified hotels to make their precise classification status shown on the opening
page of their hotel’s website and also declare such status clearly on their hotel’s promotional and marketing material
without any abbreviations. 

Boon for hotel industry
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Self styled king of good times
Vijay Mallya and his debt-
ridden Kingfisher Airlines

have been declared as willful
defaulters by the Union Bank of
India.
Three directors of the Kingfisher

Airlines – A K Ganguly, Subhash
Gupte and Ravi Nedungadi  were
also declared as willful defaulters.
This declaration means UB

Group will not be able to get bank
finance. It also empowers banks to
change course for managing firms
who fail to pay. Banks will now
initiate criminal proceedings against
Mallya and force him to quit
company boards.
Mallya will have to quit as non-

executive chairman of United Spirits
Limited in which a British company
Diageo Plc holds nearly 55 percent
of the shares. Also, he will have to
step down as Mangalore Chemicals
chairman.
Kingfisher owed Rs 6,521 crore

to a lender consortium led by State
Bank of India and an additional Rs
403 crore to United Bank. As per the
RBI guidelines, banks can take every
possible step to recover their funds.
To recover the funds, banks in

February 2013 decided to sell a
portion of the security with them
which includes shares of UB group
companies- United Spirits Limited
and Mangalore Chemicals &
Fertilizers Limited, Mallya's Goa
villa, Kingfisher House in Mumbai
and the Kingfisher
brand. All these
valued at over Rs
4,000 crore at the
time.

What is Willful
default?
A willful default

occurs when either a
borrower has not
repaid when he can
do so, or when
sanctioned funds
have been used for

other purposes or when the borrower
disposes off the assets assured for
availing of the loan without the
bank’s knowledge.
According to the guidelines of

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), once a
willful defaulter notice is issued, the
borrower has 15 days to defend
himself in front of the bank. The
willful defaulter tag gives surety that
the borrower and any firm on the
board of which he is a director will
not get a loan from any financial
institution in future.
The tag willful defaulter entails

serious consequences including
penal consequences. Thus,
Kingfisher Airlines (KFA) and Vijay
Mallya were deprived of an
opportunity to be represented by a
trained legal professional. 

ViJay mallya is a
Willful defaulter: ubi
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Coffee, on the face of it, is an
incredibly simple beverage:
just add hot water to ground

up roasted beans. However — as in
any great pursuit — achieving
perfection remains elusive.
In the quest for the flawless cup

of coffee, experts have looked at
everything from roasting technique,
to method of grinding, to the perfect
ratio of water to coffee.
But less often considered is the

water itself. While we tend to
view tap water as a pure
ingredient, it’s actually loaded
with minerals that can influence
coffee’s flavor. And now chemists
have pinned down how the
chemicals in different types of
water interact with coffee beans to
shape the taste of the brew that
results.
Coffee is loaded with a

tremendous amount of natural
chemicals and over 1,000
aroma compounds.
Water, on the other
hand, can be rich in
minerals like
calcium and
magnesium if it’s

“hard,” or if it’s “soft,” rich in sodium
— used by water softeners to remove
impurities.
For this study, Christopher

Hendon, a chemist from the
University of Bath, focused on the
way different kinds of water affect the
extraction of six chemicals that
contribute to the flavor of coffee.
These flavors included citric acid,
lactic acid and eugenol — responsible
for coffee’s “woodsy” taste. He found
that magnesium in hard water, for
example, sticks to

eugenol, giving the resulting brew an
even woodsier taste, Business Insider
reports. And bicarbonates in hard
water will make the coffee bitterer.
“Hard water is generally

considered to be bad for coffee, but
we found it was the type of hardness
that mattered – while high
bicarbonate levels are bad, high
magnesium ion levels increase the
extraction of coffee into water and
improve the taste,” Hendon was
quoted as saying.

Soft water, unfortunately,
lacks the sticky minerals of hard
water, so it’s poorer at extracting
flavorful compounds. But if you
live in a soft-water haven, don’t
dismay: a tactical selection of
beans may help counter the
problem.

THE SECRET BEHIND
AWESOME COFFEE
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Energy drinks – popular in
dance clubs and during
physical exercise - can cause

heart problems, according to a new
study.
Professor Milou Daniel Drici of

France, who presented research
paper at ESC Congress 2014 says,
"So-called 'energy drinks' are
popular in dance clubs and during
physical exercise, with people
sometimes consuming a number of
drinks one after the other. This
situation can lead to a number of
adverse conditions including angina,
cardiac arrhythmia (irregular
heartbeat) and even sudden death."
"Around 96% of these drinks

contain caffeine, with a typical 0.25
litre can holding 2 espressos worth
of caffeine. Caffeine is one of the
most potent agonists of the
ryanodine receptors and leads to a
massive release of calcium within

cardiac cells. This can cause
arrhythmias, but also has effects on
the heart's abilities to contract and to
use oxygen. In addition, 52% of
drinks contain taurine, 33% have
glucuronolactone and two-thirds
contain vitamins," he said.
The study analysed adverse

events reported between January 1,
2009 and November 30, 2012. Some
15 specialists including
cardiologists, psychiatrists,
neurologists and physiologists
contributed to the investigation. The
findings were compared to published
data in the scientific literature.
Dr Drici said: "We found that

'caffeine syndrome' was the most
common problem, occurring in 60
people. It is characterised by a fast
heart rate, tremor, anxiety and
headache. Rare but severe adverse
events were also associated with
these drinks, such as sudden or
unexplained death, arrhythmia and
heart attack (myocardial infarction).

Our literature search confirmed that
these conditions can be related to
consumption of energy drinks."
The general public need to know

that so-called 'energy drinks' have
absolutely no place during or after
physical exercise, as compared with
other drinks designed for that
purpose. 
When used in long alcoholic

cocktails, the caffeine in 'energy
drinks' enables young people in
dance clubs or elsewhere to
overcome the unwanted effects of
alcohol, leading to an even greater
intake of caffeine.
He concluded: "Patients rarely

mention consumption of energy
drinks to their doctors unless they
are asked. Doctors should warn
patients with cardiac conditions
about the potential dangers of these
drinks and ask young people in
particular whether they consume
such drinks on a regular basis or
through binge drinking."

Energy
drinks
are
harmful:
Study
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hotel classification
and re-classification
procedure simplified

in a significant move, the ministry of tourism, govt. of india has decided to
simplify the hotel classification and re-classification procedure by not seeking

the licenses and clearances which are issued by various local, state and central
government authorities for operation of hotels.
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These include the land
utilization certificate, building
completion certificate, coastal

zone regulation clearance, forest and
environment clearance, pollution
control clearance, police clearance,
fire safety clearance, airport authority
clearance, health and sanitation
clearance.

Henceforth, while applying for
classification and re-classification,
the hotels would be required to
submit only the current and valid
Trade license and bar license, if
applicable. This was announced by

the Minister of Tourism and Culture
Shripad Yesso Naik at the National
Conference of State Tourism
Ministers. The Minister said that the
step has been taken in consonance
with the Prime Minister’s directive to
cut the red tape. He said the
decision

would remove
unwanted procedure
and speed up the
classification and re-
classification process.

The Ministry feels
that in case any
violation of any Act,
Rule, Regulation or
Guideline issued by the
Local, State or Central
Government Authorities
is done by any Hotel,
the respective
Authorities are fully
competent to take
action against the unit.
The Ministry of Tourism’s

classification or reclassification will
remain valid only if the hotel has all
licenses and clearances that are
required under various Acts, Rules,
Regulations or Guidelines issued by
the Local, State or Central
Government Authorities for
operation of the hotel, current and
valid. In case any unit is found not
operating as per the requirements of
the Acts, Rules, Regulations or
Guidelines issued by the Local, State

or Central Government Authorities,
its classification or reclassification
would cease to be operational with
immediate effect.
The Ministry of

Tourism in order to safeguard the
interest of the consumers would take
an affidavit from the Hotel
Authorities that it is operating after
obtaining all necessary licenses and
clearances that are required under
various Acts, Rules, Regulations and
Guidelines issued by the Local, State
or Central Government Authorities.
The Ministry would continue to
classify or reclassify Hotels on the
basis of Amenities, Facilities and
Services provided by the unit. 
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India’s tourism sector resolves toco-create, collaborate and co-
achieve in an attempt to develop

pro-poor tourism industry and
promote the rich culture of the
nation.
A day-long national conference

of tourism ministers deliberated on
various things and adopted a
resolution for creating a safe and
secure environment for tourists by
taking appropriate measures
including running mass awareness
campaigns.

It was also resolved that the
departments of tourism of all the
states will take steps on priority to
maintain cleanliness in and around
various tourism destinations and
cities, strive to develop and promote

niche tourism products like medical
and wellness, MICE, agro based and
plantation tourism, cruise tourism
and adventure tourism, to overcome
seasonality and develop tourism
destinations keeping in view the
principles of carrying capacity and
sustainability.
It was also agreed by the

representatives to adopt the
“Sustainable Tourism Criteria for
India” developed by the Ministry of
Tourism for developing tourism in a
responsible manner and will
endeavour to promote responsible
and pro-poor tourism by ensuring the
increased involvement of local
communities both at District and
Panchayat levels, minimize the delay
in granting various licenses/no-
objection certificates for construction
and operation of hotels and the other

tourism facilities popularise Bed &
Breakfast scheme to augment budget
accommodation in the country.
The resolution also agreed to

work towards skill development in
trades and areas specific to
hospitality and tourism sector in
partnership with the Government of
India to meet the tourism industry’s

requirements, run short term courses
under the broad framework of the
programme ‘Hunar Se RozgarTak’
and proactively persuade the tourism
industry stakeholders to nominate
existing service providers for the
skill testing and certification courses
run by the Ministry of Tourism,
The conference was chaired by

union tourism minister Shripad Yesso
Naik, while Union Minister for
Finance and Defence, Arun Jaitley
was the chief guest.  

India resolves to develop
pro-poor tourism industry
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Railways to eliminate
direct discharge toilets

by 2021-22

Bhubaneswar, July 21 (IANS)
Indian Railways plans to
eliminate direct discharge

type toilet systems from its entire fleet
of passenger coaches by March 31,
2022, the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has been
informed.
In December 2013, Odisha-based

human rights campaigner Akhand had
filed a petition stating that the railway
toilets contribute to a major chunk of
open defecation as faeces is thrown on
the tracks. Acting on the complaint,
the commission had directed the
Railway Board chairman to file a

report, Akhand told IANS. The
board's Director, Mechanical
Engineering (Development) B.K. Jha
had recently submitted his report to
the NHRC, he said.
According to the report, the Indian

Railways has done extensive trials
and experiments with all the available
technologies and decided to fit and
proliferate design of bio-toilets made
by it and the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO)
based on their results.
The railway has fixed over 7,000

bio-toilets in 2,774 coaches till
December 2013, the report said.

"While the Indian Railways is
making all efforts to see that all
coaches are fitted with bio-toilets, the
task of fixing them on nearly 50,000
coaches is an enormous one," the
railways said in its report, a copy of
which is with IANS.
"The Indian Railways is

envisaging to eliminate production of
all types of new passenger coaches
with direct discharge toilet systems by
2016-2017 and plans to eliminate
such toilet system from its entire fleet
of passenger coaches by 2021-22
provided no technical or operational
set back is experienced," it said.
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The union government is all set
to introduce tougher laws in
place of the existing Motor

Vehicles Act, 1988 to ensure road
safety.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

government will introduce the new
Road Traffic Act in the winter session
of Parliament, which will be at par
with international Acts in the road
sector.
This was revealed by the Union

Minister for Road Transport and
Highways Shri Nitin Gadkari. The
existing Motor Vehicles Act of 1988
has outlived its utility and in the fast
changing traffic scenario, a holistic
Act is needed, the minister said.
He also said, the draft of the

proposed Act is already reaching final
stage and it will have features of the

best practices of developed countries
like USA, Canada, Singapore, Japan,
Germany and the UK.
Gadkari lamented that every year,

1.38 lakh people are killed in road
accidents, the total social cost of
which is estimated to be around Rs 1

lakh Crore. Moreover, 63 percent of
the road crash deaths occur on
National and State Highways. He
said, the biggest problem faced in
urban areas in addition to road safety
is unprecedented growth of vehicles
leading to traffic congestion and
increasing road traffic violations.
The Minister said that due to lack

of effective road engineering, faulty
DPRs were made leading to
increasing road accidents and
fatalities. Calling for total
transparency and zero tolerance for
corruption, Gadkari said there is need
to fix accountability at the highest
level for such large number of
accidents in the country. He also laid
stress on enforcement and education
for achieving desired results on the
ground.

New law to replaceMotor Vehicles Act
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Doctors in Nagpur town of
Maharashtra removed a
38-year-old baby

skeleton from a woman’s
abdomen in August.
Kantabai Thakre aka Jyothi

Kumar became pregnant in 1978,

aged 24, but doctors warned the
ectopic pregnancy had little
chance of success. Scared of
undergoing an operation, she fled
from the hospital and took
treatment for the pain in a small
clinic in her village.
The pain subsided over a

period and the woman did not go

back to hospital. Four decades
later, the pain returned and
Kantabai, now aged 62, visited
doctors at the NKP Salve Institute
of Medical Sciences.
A MRI scan revealed the hard

mass inside her abdomen was in

fact the skeleton of her unborn
child. The mass was removed
from between Kantabai’s uterus,
intestines, and bladder.
Doctors believe this may be

the longest ectopic pregnancy on
record since the unborn child
remained in her abdomen for 38
long years.

The previous longest ectopic
pregnancy, when the foetus
develops outside of the womb,
was a Belgium woman who
carried the remains of the failed
pregnancy for 18 years. 

Skeleton of 38-year-old
baby removed

from woman's abdomen
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Doctors in Bokaro district of
Jharkhand state are
perplexed over an 8-year-old

boy whose hands have grown to a
combined weight of over 16 kgs.

The poor boy, Kaleem, who lives
with his parents in Chas municipal
town of Bokaro district in Jharkhand,
is not in a position to use his hands
for simple tasks like eat food, wear
clothes and tie his shoes. The boy is
a cricket fan but he is not able to play
the game because of his gigantic
hands.
His gigantic hands weigh over 8

kgs apiece and measure 13 inches
from the base of his palm to the tip
of his middle finger.
Kaleem said, “I do not go to

school because the teacher says other
kids are scared of my hands. Many of
them used to torment me for my
deformity. They would say let us beat
up the kid with the large hands."
His mother Haleema said: "When

Kaleem was born his hand was twice
the size of a normal baby's. His hands
were big and his fingers were long.
Initially his fists were small but they
began to grow large as well and his
fingers also kept growing."
Kaleem’s father, Shamim, who

works as a labourer, is worried a lot.
“My boy has difficulty feeding
himself because his fist does not
bend properly and therefore we have
to feed him."
Dr Ratan, director of a local

hospital, said: “As far as my
knowledge goes, this is an extremely

rare condition. I have not seen a case
in medical journals or on the Internet
where only the hands grew to such a
large size. Until we have done proper
genetic testing we will not be able to
say exactly what is causing this
deformity.”
Dr Krishan Chugh, head of

paediatrics at the state-of-the-art
Fortis Memorial Research Institute in
Gurgaon, near Delhi, believes
Kaleem may be suffering from either
lymphangioma or hamartoma –
which are both treatable.
Krishan added: “This condition

looks very rare and I have come
across something like this before.
However, without proper
examination and medical tests I am
not 100 per cent sure about what this
is.” 

Jharkhand boy suffers mysterious
problem, grows 18 kg hands
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Back in 1993, the spread of Mad
Cow Disease took toll of many
across the globe and as a result, many
stopped consuming beef products.
We may stop consuming beef, but
there is no escaping the cow and the
disease and infection carried by the
many products we make out of its
carcass. The cattle by-products today
find their way into almost everything
around us and have the potential to
transmit bovine spongiform
encephalopathy from an infected
cow to us.
Bovine gelatin, which is made by

treating the bones of a cow with acid,
finds its way into gel capsules, food-
products such jellybeans,
marshmallows and instant gelatin, as
a setting agent for ice-creams and
cheesecakes, and as a coat on tablets,
to bind photographic films, to name

a few. Fat from the dead cow makes
appearance in our bathrooms as soap
and toothpaste and on the road as
automobile tyres and asphalt roads.
Glycerin derived from cow fat is
used in cosmetics and even in wars,
as the explosive nitroglycerine. Its
hooves and horns adorn our shirts as
buttons and also make up the foam of
fire extinguishers, its blood goes into
plywood and fertilisers. Its hide
becomes leather shoes or sporting
goods while the neat’s-foot oil
obtained by boiling its feet is used to
dress that leather. The root gland of
the tongue yields pregastric lipase,
which is used in cheese production as
a curdling agent. Tissue from the
small intestines becomes catgut for
racket strings or surgical sutures.
We dissect the various organs of

a cow to derive medicine – its nasal
septum goes into medicine for
arthritis, lungs and intestines give us

the anticoagulent drug heparin,
adrenal gland gives epinephrine,
catalase from the liver makes up our
lens-care products and cholestrol,
which is used to make male sex
hormone, comes from the cow's
spinal cord, a tissue at high risk for
containing prions, the rogue protein
that causes mad cow disease.
Vaccines are grown in fetal calf
serum.
So, vegetarian or non-vegetarian,

hindu or muslim or christian, each of
us has our hands stained with the

Protect Cow or perish

YOGI ASHWINI

SPIRITUAL NEWS



The News You Like | September 201460

SPIRITUAL NEWS

blood of the all-giving cow. It is said
that what goes around, comes
around. Today we are abusing and
exploiting innocent animals for our
pleasure…our callousness is coming
back to us in the form of a
deteriorating health and environment
in return, which are also a by-product
of cattle slaughter.
All are aware of the menace of the

Mad Cow Disease and the vast
populations that succumb to it not just
through cow meat but also other
products that are made out of the cow,
but not many know of the other health
risks posed by the various parts of
cow.
The beef that you

consume is heavy on
your heart,
reproductive system,
immunity, progeny and
even on the chance of
your survival! The beef
cattle is usually fed on
grains that saturates it
with omega 6 fat that
promotes heart disease.
It is implanted with
heavy doses of diet
supplements, hormones, drugs and
antibiotics that play havoc with your
immune system and are often
responsible for problems like cancer,
premature puberty and falling sperm
counts. Often enough the beef is
irradiated, exposing you and your
progeny to radioactive material and
penetrating gamma rays. The beef
available in the market has been
found to contain significant quantities
of dioxin that is linked to cancer,
endometriosis, Attention Deficit
Disorder (hyperactivity in children),
reproductive systems defects in
children, chronic fatigue syndrome,
immune system deficiency, and rare
nerve and blood disorders. The cattle
is also host to a wide variety of
bacteria and worms, thanks to the

horrid conditions it is kept in, which
are transferred to us through beef and
other cattle derived products. One
look at any of your local garbage
dumps would convince you of the
various deadly wastes going inside
the animals that flog there to fill up
their stomachs. These deadly wastes
find their way through the above
mentioned products into your homes
and your body. E. coli O157:H7
resides in the intestines of healthy
cattle and fosters acute hemorrhagic
diarrhea and abdominal cramps in
humans. Beef and other cattle-
byproducts are often contaminated

with heavy metals, pesticides and
chemicals used in cattle farming as
also a substance called pink slime, a
goo made out of waste trimmings
previously reserved for dog food and
cooking oil.
These days there is a

misconception among people that
cow meat nourishing for physical
fitness and muscle gain. There is not
one Indian wrestler who eats cow
beef. In fact, Dara Singh who was a
champion of his times was largely
vegetarian. The only thing you can
gain from meat is bad karma of
inflicting pain upon an evolved being.
The saturated animal fat in red meat
contributes to heart disease and
atherosclerosis. Recent research
shows that frequent red meat eaters

face twice the risk of colon cancer as
those who indulge less often. Red
meat is also thought to increase the
risks of rheumatoid arthritis and
endometriosis. According to
statistical estimates, meat-eaters are
nine times more likely to be obese
than vegans and vegetarians live an
average of seven years longer than
meat-eaters do. It has also been found
that at the age of 65, the average
meat-eater has twice the bone loss of
their vegetarian counterparts. It is
likely to be excess protein
consumption that leads to poor
retention and absorption of calcium.

Alongside the dangers
that traditionally raised
beef cattle pose to your
health are the dangers they
pose to your environment.
Meat production is "one of
the top two or three most
significant contributors to
the most serious
environmental problems,
at every scale from local to
global" according to the
United Nation’s Report,
Livestock’s Long Shadow.

Meat production accounts for
about 20 percent of greenhouse gas
emissions, more than the emissions
from planes, trains, cars and boats
combined. It takes around twenty
times more fossil fuel to grow meat
compared to the equivalent weight of
vegetables. An astounding amount of
water is used to raise meat adding to
the problems of water scarcity. The
vast amounts of petrochemicals,
pesticides and chemical fertilizers
used in meat production find their
way into the waterways creating
"dead zones" - huge, oxygen-
depleted areas that can no longer
support aquatic life. The over-
grazing of beef cattle and usage of
land to grow animal feed, contribute
to soil erosion, food shortages (as the
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land and grains used to feed cattle
that feed the affluent competes with
the grains that make up a poor man’s
meal), and global warming (from
loss of plant life that would otherwise
absorb CO2). 
The irresponsible grazing

practices not only decrease
productivity of land but also lead to
desertification by depleting the
precious topsoil at a rate that far
outpaces the 100 to 500 years it takes
to produce one inch of topsoil.
(Industrial farming loses up to six
inches of topsoil a year.) Cattle
farming is the primary reason for
widespread deforestation and
resultant biodiversity loss in most
countries, the rain forests (Brazil)
and ancient pine forests (China)
being perfect examples. Basically,
we are devouring trees to make way
for an ever-increasing number of
farmed animals that in turn, devour
vast amounts of energy, natural
resources and food calories, so that a
select few can devour their meat and
eventually fall sick!
Our ancients were masters of

creation, they were well aware of the
significance of a cow and the
consequences of exploiting and
abusing it. No wonder the cow was
revered across cultures and faiths all
through history. Be it as the Egyptian
goddess Hathor or the Gallic divine
cow Damona, the primeval cow
Audhumbla who brought mankind
into existence as per Nordics or the
Greek goddess Lo, Lord Shiva’s
favorite Nandi or the cow of plenty,
Kamadhenu. To quote from the
Atharvaveda, Dhenu sadanam
rayeenaam (Atharvaved 11.1.34)
Cow is fountainhead of all bounties.
The above sloka reflects the deep

understanding of the creation as
possessed by the vedic seer. Just take
a look at the cow, it is she who
endows us with the bounties of milk
and dairy products, it is her dung that
gives us fuel and manure, it is her
urine that provides us with medicine
and fertilizers. As she walks down
our soils, the land gets tilled and free
of termites, when we wish to interact
with the gods and goddesses, we
make use of her ghee and upla to

perform a yajna. When she licked
Kabir on the forehead, he was
blessed with extraordinary poetic
abilities.  She is the symbol of
prosperity and abundance, she is the
source of nourishment for all
creation, she is the mother.

Today this bovine goddess is
being abused, exploited and
butchered mercilessly. The one that
was once housed in temples and
castles is now crammed into filthy
spaces devoid of fresh air, fed on
plastics and garbage dumps,
impregnated with steroids and
antibiotics and eventually slain to
give us meat. All faiths emphasize
upon the law of karma (action and
reaction), that is, what you sow so
shall you reap.

One can only imagine what are
we calling upon ourselves by abusing
the cow that nourishes and nurtures
us. The effects on our bodies are
immediate, the effects on our lives
would take a few years to manifest,
the pain that the human civilization
is going through today possibly is the
effect of this cause. 
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